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ANNUAL  REPORT 

For  1909 . 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  mv  Eighth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  of  Longton,  and  the 
Forty-fifth  since  the  Incorporation  of  the  Borough. 

The  most  striking  feature  in  the  report  this  year  is  the 
lowered  Infantile  Mortality  rate,  156  per  1,000  births  as  com¬ 
pared  with  183  for  igo8  and  255  ten  years  ago.  We  have  now 
had  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  in  force  in  the  Borough  tor 
two  years,  and  in  consequence  of  this  Act  the  Lady  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  able  to  visit  and  advise  the  mothers  at  least  a 
month  earlier  than  she  could  previously  and  thereby  no  doubt 
many  lives  have  been  preserved  during  the  first  year  ot  life 
which  formerlv  were  probably  sacrificed  through  ignorance. 
However,  somewhat  to  counterbalance  this  lower  rate  in  the 
first  year,  we  have  unfortunately  a  higher  death  rate  between 
1  and  5  years,  viz.,  35’ 1  per  1,000  living  for  iqoq,  compared 
with  21  per  [,000  living  for  igo8.  This  increase  is  due  to 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  whooping  cough  and  bronchitis.  In 
spite  of  this  the  average  age  at  death  of  children  under  5 
vears  has  risen  from  8  months  and  3  days  in  igo8  to  1 1 
months,  3  weeks  and  4  days  in  igog. 

During  igog  we  have  been  troubled  w  ith  measles,  w Loop¬ 
ing  cough  and  scarlet  fever.  I  advised  the  closing  of  several 
Infant  Departments  on  account  of  measles,  and  this  closure 
w  as  alwavs  lollowed  bv  a  satisfactory  decrease  in  the  number 
ol  cases  reported  to  me  weeklv  by  the  attendance  officers. 

Measles  is  in  my  opinion  a  far  more  serious  disease  in  its 
consequences  amongst  the  children  ol  the  working  classes 
than  scarlet  fever  is  at  the  present  day,  and  I  believe  this  is 


due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  a  commonly  held  notion  that  measles 
is  a  simple  disease  and  all  children  must  have  it  and  that  they 
do  not  need  the  same  care  that  scarlet  fever  cases  do.  We 
have  distributed  leaflets  describing  the  care  necessary  and 
the  seriousness  of  the  complaint  if  neglected,  and  the  Lady 
Sanitary  Inspector  has  also  drawn  attention  to  these  points, 
and  yet  we  have  had  35  deaths  during  the  year  from  this 
disease.  I  believe  if  it  were  made  notifiable,  at  all  events  to 
the  extent  of  the  first  case  occurring  in  a  house,  that  we 
should  be  better  able  then  to  convince  the  working  classes 
that  this  is  really  a  serious  complaint,  if  neglected,  and  quite 
otherwise  if  properly  taken  care  of,  and  the  result  would  be 
fewer  deaths  from  measles.  1  am  afraid  the  same  remarks 
are  applicable  to  whooping  cough.  These  two  diseases  are 
never  so  fatal  amongst  the  well  to  do  people,  simply  because 
their  children  receive  all  the  care  necessary  to  guard  against 
a  fatal  result. 

As  regards  scarlet  fever,  although  we  have  had  404  cases 
notified  during  the  year,  there  have  only  been  14  deaths,  and 
I  attribute  this  comparatively  small  number  of  deaths  to  the 
fact  that  the  disease  is  notifiable,  and  therefore  the  people  are 
impressed  more  generally  with  its  seriousness  if  neglected, 
and  therefore  take  more  care  of  the  cases,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  there  were  only  2  deaths  amongst  the  13 1  cases 
nursed  at  home. 

We  were  compelled  to  send  the  bulk  of  the  cases  to  the 
Bucknall  Fever  Hospital  in  order  to  try  to  arrest  the  epid¬ 
emic,  and  this  because  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  cottage  homes  in  which  it  was  impossible  to 
provide  proper  isolation.  We  could  indeed  have  sent  more 
cases  to  Bucknall  if  the  Hospital  had  not  at  times  been  full. 
Besides  this  isolation  at  Bucknall  we  did  everything  in  our 
power  to  arrest  the  epidemic.  We  distributed  special  leaf¬ 
lets,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  assistant  and  the  Lady 
Sanitary  Inspector,  the  School  Attendance  Officers  and  the 
teachers  were  all  on  the  look  out  for  cases,  and  I  visited  anti 
inspected  every  child  in  one  of  the  schools  in  order  to  try  to 
discover  any  suspicious  cases.  We  prosecuted  two  families 
in  which  cases  were  discovered  which  had  not  been  attended 
by  a  doctor  and  had  not  been  notified,  and  yet  in  one  of  the 
families  three  other  children  were  at  the  time  in  Bucknall 
Fever  Hospital,  and  in  both  cases  the  parents  knew  their 
children  were  suffering  from  scarlet  fever,  and  in  spite  of 
warnings  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector  neglected  to  isolate  them 
and  allowed  other  children  to  mix  with  them.  1'he  Sanitary 
Inspector  had  had  to  deal  with  19  other  cases,  all  in  the 
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immediate  vicinity  of  one  of  these  cases,  and  in  several 
instances  he  had  been  told  the  infected  children  had  been  in 
contact  with  them. 

At  the  beginning  of  1909  pulmonary  tuberculosis  amongst 
paupers  became  notifiable  and  we  have  had  39  notifications  of 
such.  These  cases  are  visited  directly  they  are  notified  and 
advised  about  ventilation,  fresh  air  and  spitting,  and  when 
possible  to  have  a  bedroom  to  themselves  ;  whenever  a  death 
takes  place  a  thorough  disinfection  is  carried  out.  This  disin¬ 
fection  has  been  done  lor  several  years  now,  whenever  we 
could  get  the  necessary  information  and  the  people  were  willing 
to  have  it  done,  in  any  case  of  death  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  whether  pauper  or  not. 

In  November  1909,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  became  notifi¬ 
able  and  we  have  had  4  cases  notified.  These  cases  are 
immediately  visited  and  if  no  doctor  is  in  attendance  the 
parents  are  advised  to  call  one  in  at  once.  One  of  these  cases 
had  no  doctor  in  attendance  but  called  one  in  immediately  the 
advice  was  given. 

Early  in  the  year  it  was  considered  necessary  to  appoint 
an  assistant  to  help  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  as  it  was  found  im¬ 
possible  for  him  to  cope  with  the  enormous  amount  of  work 
that  needed  doing,  especially  with  the  extra  work  entailed  by 
the  scarlet  fever  epidemic,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  Mr. 
Roberts,  who  was  appointed  for  six  months,  proved  himself  so 
valuable  that  the  committee  continued  him  in  office  at  the  end  of 
the  specified  period,  and  he  has  fully  justified  his  appointment 
by  the  good  work  he  has  done  under  M  r.  Carratt.  The  Inspect¬ 
or’s  tables  will  show  what  an  increase  of  sanitary  work  has 
resulted  from  this  extra  help,  and  I  only  hope  that  the  services 
of  Mr.  Roberts  w  ill  not  be  dispensed  w  ith  until  the  town  is 
put  in  a  thoroughly  good  sanitary  condition. 


I  am  pleased  to  say  the  prosecutions  for  exposing  diseased 
meat  for  sale  owing  to  increased  vigilance  have  almost  ceased 
and  instead  the  butchers  now  send  lor  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
when  they  suspect  disease  in  a  beast,  and  if  after  inspection 
it  is  really  found  to  be  diseased  this  is  surrendered  and 
destroyed  on  a  magistrates  order  at  the  destructor 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  now  complete,  and  l 
append  a  description  of  the  works,  kindly  furnished  me  by 
Mr.  Wardle. 
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Borough  of  Longton. — Sewage  Works. 


“The  New  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  opened  by  1 1  is 
“  Worship  the  Mayor,  on  the  loth  day  of  February,  iqio, 
“  consist  of  an  egg-shaped  brick  sewer,  5ft.  2ins.  by  4ft.  from 
“  the  termination  of  the  old  sewer  in  the  Cricket  Field  to  a 
“  point  near  to  Blurton  Tilery  Railway  where  a  storm  over- 
"  flow  is  constructed.  From  this  point,  to  the  Detritus  Tanks 
“  on  Farm,  the  sewer  is  4ft.  by  3ft.  Sins. 

“  From  the  storm  overflow  the  excess  of  storm  water  is 
“  conveyed  by  a  sewer  33  inches  in  diameter,  laid  at  a  very 
‘  quick  gradient,  through  the  Blurton  Tilery  yard  to  the  low- 
“  lying  land  ajoining  Longton  Brook. 

“  From  the  low  end  of  the  4ft.  by  3ft.  Sins,  outfall  sewer, 
“  the  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  Detritus  Tanks  where 
“  grit  and  rough  solid  matters  are  deposited  in  front  of  the 
“  screens.  Thence  it  passes  to  the  gauge  chamber,  at  the  low 
“  end  of  which  is  fixed  an  iron  gauge  plate. 

“  From  the  gauge  chamber  the  sewage  passes  through  a 
“  3  feet  brick  culvert,  to  the  supply  channel,  running  along 
“  the  top  end  of  the  series  of  open  Septic  Tanks.  Two  iron 
“  penstocks  are  provided  for  regulating  the  supply  to  each 
“  tank.  Two  14m.  scum  walls  are  built  across  each  tank. 
"  These  walls  are  pierced  with  arches,  and  the  sewage  in  its 
“  flow  passes  under  the  first  wall  and  rises  up  under  the 
“  second,  ultimately  flowing  in  a  very  thin  sheet  over  the  sill 
“  built  along  the  entire  width  of  each  tank  into  the  effluent 
“  channel.  A  3  feet  culvert  has  been  constructed  irom  the 
“  low  end  of  the  effluent  channel  to  join  the  existing  sewage 
“  carriers. 

“  Provision  is  also  made  in  the  effluent  channel  for 
“  diverting  the  tank  effluent  to  the  Bacteria  Filters. 

“The  Septic  Tanks  are  four  in  number,  each  120  feet 
“  long  by  63  feet  in  w  idth,  and  the  combined  water  capacity 
“is  1, 134,000  gallons,  or  a  little  over  24  hours  drv  weather 
“  flow.  I  he  whole  ol  the  walls  of  the  tanks  are  built  of  brick, 
“in  cement  faced  with  blue  bricks,  and  finished  with  blue 
"  brick  coping 
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“  The  floors  of  the  tanks  are  of  Portland  cement  concrete, 
“  with  a  channel  down  the  centre.  A  sludge  valve  is  fixed 
“at  the  inlet  end  of  each  tank  for  drawing  off  sludge.  The 
“  Bacteria  Filters  consist  of  one  filter  on  the  south  side  of 
“  Florence  Colliery  Railway,  one  acre  in  area,  and  another 
“  filter  on  the  north  side  of  the  Railway,  half  an  acre  in  area. 
“  The  floors  of  the  filters  are  covered  with  Portland  cement 
“  concrete,  4ms.  thick.  Drains  6  feet  apart  are  formed  in  the 
“  lloors  of  the  filters  and  discharged  into  a  collecting  channel 
“  outside  the  wall  on  the  low  side.  The  collecting  channel 
“  is  divided  into  eight  sections  in  the  one  acre  bed,  and  four 
“  sections  in  the  half  acre  bed.  Each  section  is  provided 
“  with  a  gauge  well,  so  that,  for  the  purpose  of  working, 
“  samples  may  be  taken  from  any  one  one-eighth  of  an  acre 
“  section,  into  which  the  beds  are  virtually  divided,  and  any 
“  one  of  these  sections  can  be  thrown  out  of  work  if  so  desired. 
“  From  the  gauge  wells  just  described  the  effluent  passes 
“  into  the  effluent  pipe,  laid  beneath  the  road,  on  the  low  side 
“  of  each  filter. 

“  The  filters  are  enclosed  by  walls  of  varying  thickness, 
“  built  of  brick  in  Portland  cement.  The  filtering  material 
“  is  of  the  following  depths  and  sizes,  viz  : — 


1  ft.  gin.  Broken  Saggars 
1  ft.  1 1  in.  ,, 


{in.  to  |in. 
|in.  to  yin. 
1  in,  to  fin. 
2|in.  to  2in. 


bin. 


gin.  Broken  Blue  Brick 


“  The  distribution  of  the  tank  effluent  is  effected  by 
“  means  of  Mechanical  Distributors  constructed  by  Messrs. 
“  Hartley,  Causton  and  Richmond,  and  are  driven  by  oil 
“  engines  supplied  by  the  same  firm. 

“  The  tank  effluent  is  conveyed  to  the  filters  in  cast-iron 
“  pipes,  which,  in  the  first  place,  discharge  into  gauge  wells. 
“  From  the  gauge  wells  the  tank  effluent  is  conveyed  into 
“  1 2in.  cast-iron  pipes  to  steel  troughs  22'iw.  wide  and  2iin. 
“  deep  laid  along  the  centre  of  each  bed  from  end  to  end. 
“  Each  distributor  is  provided  w  ith  a  syphon  which  dips  into 
“  the  steel  trough  and  takes  up  its  supply,  which  isunilonnly 
“  distributed,  by  means  of  nozzles  over  the  entire  surlace  ol 
“  the  beds. 

“  One  ol  Lea’s  recorders  is  connected  with  the  large 
“gauge  well  of  each  filter  and  automatically  records  upon  a 


“  card  the  number  of  gallons  of  sewage  passing  on  to  the  bed 
“  at  each  instant,  and  for  the  whole  ol  the  24  hours  of 
each  (lay. 

“  The  supply  of  tank  effluent  is  controlled  by  means  of 
“  an  ec|uilibrium  valve,  designed  to  prevent  any  overflow  from 
"  the  trough  laid  along  the  centre  of  each  bed.  It  is  controlled 
“  by  a  float  so  adjusted  as  to  cut  off  the  supply  when  the  tank 
“  effluent, ‘in  the  trough,  reaches  a  fixed  level. 

“The  e  fluent  from  the  filters  will  be  run  into  the  brook 
“  if  it  is  not  required  for  the  land.” 

(Signed)].  IV.  W  A  RULE, 

Borough  Surveyor • 

As  this  is  the  last  time  1  shall  have  the  honour  of  sub¬ 
mitting  a  report  on  the  Health  of  the  Borough  to  the  Longton 
Town  Council  on  account  of  Federation  coming  into  force  on 
March  31st,  1910.  it  will  no  doubt  be  considered  fitting  to  call 
to  mind  what  improvements  have  been  instituted  in  relation 
to  the  public  health  of  the  town  during  my  seven  years  of 
service  as  Medical  Officer,  and  also  to  briefly  summarise 
what  improvements  are  still  needed  to  put  the  town  in  a 
thoroughly  sanitary  condition. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

1.  Union  with  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  at  Bucknall  for 

isolation  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  typhoid. 

2.  Covering  of  refuse  carts  whilst  passing  through  the  town 

to  the  destructor. 

3.  Notification  weekly  of  causes  of  absence  from  school 

due  to  sickness. 

4.  Appointment  of  a  Lady  Sanitary  Inspector. 

5.  Appointment  of  a  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector. 

6.  Free  antitoxin  injection  allowed  for  those  unable  to  pav 

ior  same. 

7.  Order  that  milk  shops  should  be  provided  with  proper 

YV.c’s. 

8.  New  sewage  works  opened. 

9.  Proper  water  supply  to  sewage  farm. 

10.  Better  supervision  of  removal  of  night  soil  and  ashes. 

11.  Stricter  supervision  of  meat. 

12.  Proper  water  supply  to  farms  in  the  Borough  and  closure 

ol  wells  at  the  farms. 
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13-  Adoption  of  Notification  of  Births  Act. 

14.  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children  Act. 

15.  Notification  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  amongst  paupers. 

16.  Notification  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum. 

17.  Completion  of  sewage  disposal  by  finishing  of  the  filter 

beds. 

18.  General  death  rate  lowered, 
iq.  Infantile  death  rate  lowered. 

20.  Closing  of  all  unregistered  lodging-houses  and  better 

supervision  of  the  registered  houses. 

21.  More  rapid  abolition  of  privy  cesspools,  large  and  un¬ 

covered  ashpits  and  the  substitution  of  bins  in  a 
great  number  of  cases  which  are  regularly  emptied, 
together  with  the  more systematicemptyingof  ashpits. 

Although  this  is  a  fairly  good  list  of  improvements  in  the 
past  seven  years,  and  the  sanitary  work  in  the  town  is  done 
much  more  efficiently  and  is  better  organised  since  we  have 
had  a  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector,  much  more  could  have 
been  done  in  the  way  of  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  town  if  you  had  not  been  hampered  by  the  high  rates 
and  bad  trade. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  improvements  urgently 
needed  which  I  have  repeatedly  called  attention  to,  viz.  : 

1.  Abolition  of  all  privy  cesspools,  hand-flushed  pans,  Duck¬ 

ett's  and  Fowler’s  ;  also  of  ashpits  and  the  substitu¬ 
tion  of  bins. 

2.  Paving  of  all  back  passages. 

3.  Re-sewering  of  Dresden. 

4.  Establishment  of  a  mortuary. 

5.  Public  abattoir. 

6.  Improvements  in  cowsheds. 

7.  An  order  to  prevent  milk  being  sold  in  shops  dealing  in 

general  stores,  only  allowing  it  to  be  stored  for  sale 
in  special  dairy  shops. 

8.  Closing  of  certain  insanitary  areas,  such  as  Cornhill 

Cou  rt, 
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I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
Sanitary  Committee  and  the  d  own  Council  generally  for 
the  courtesy  which  has  always  been  extended  to  me  during 
the  seven  and  a  half  years  1  have  had  the  honour  of  serving 
the  town  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  although  we  have 
not  always  been  able  to  see  eye  for  eye  on  all  matters  which 
have  arisen  between  us,  yet  1  am  sure  we  have  all  been 
actuated  in  our  endeavours,  though  in  different  ways  some¬ 
times,  to  work  lor  the  public  good,  and  it  is  with  very  great 
regret  that  1  shall  surrender  my  office  owing  to  federation, 
hoping,  however,  that  the  public  good  w  ill  be  better  served 
under  the  new  regime  with  greater  power  to  act,  though  the 
spirit  and  wish  to  serve  cannot  be  greater  than  it  has  been 
under  the  old  regime. 

1  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servent, 

J.  W.  DAWES, 

Medical  Office v  of  Health. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

For  1909. 


The  Borough  of  Longton  is  about,  1,934  acres  in  extent, 
and  lies  on  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Potteries,  it  is 
bounded  by  open  country  on  the  east,  south  and  west,  and  is 
divided  into  two  main  watersheds  drained  respectively  by  the 
Anchor  Brook  and  the  Dresden  Brook. 


The  height  above  the  sea  level  varies  from  676  feet  at 
Sandford  Hill,  656  feet  at  the  Meir  Church  to  474  feet  at  the 
Market  Place  and  399  at  Longton  Pool. 


In  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Borough  at  Normacot,  the 
Pebble  Beds  or  conglomerates  of  the  New  Red  Sandstone 
appear,  otherwise  the  town  stands  on  the  south-east  margin  of 
the  North  Staffordshire  Coalfield,  and  the  surface  consists 
mainly  of  clays. 


P'or  electoral  purposes  the  Borough  is  divided  into  ten 
wards : — Dresden,  Florence,  Normacot,  Meir,  St.  James’s, 
Sutherland,  St.  John’s,  Sandford  Hill,  St.  Paul’s,  and  the 
Market  Ward. 


The  chief  industries  of  the  District  are  : — the  Manufac¬ 
ture  of  China  and  Earthenware  and  Coal  Mining. 

The  population  38,287  is  estimated  according  to  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses,  and  shows  an  increase  of  205, 
taking  as  a  basis  5-14  persons  per  house.  There  is  an  increase 
in  the  number  of  inhabited  houses.  In  the  old  Borough  and 
East  Vale  there  is  an  increase  of  36;  in  Florence  3  and  in 
Dresden  1.  See  adjoining  table. 


No. 

of 

No.  of  In 

habited 

V 

oid 

Houses. 

I  1  011 

ses. 

Houses. 

1908 

Old  Borough  & 

1909 

1908 

1909 

1908 

1909 

East  Yale.. .4,593 

4.594 

+,306 

4.342 

287 

252 

Elorence  ...2,555 

2.555 

2,454 

2,457 

IOI 

98 

Dresden  ...  683 

683 

649 

650 

34 

33 

Total  ...7,831 

7,832 

7>4°9 

7,449 

422 

383 

The  natural  increase,  that 

is,  the 

number 

of  Births  in 

excess  of  deaths  is  536. 


Population 


Increase  according  to 
No.  of  inhabited  houses 


Natural  increase 


1908  38,082  740  612 

1909  38,287  205  536 


There  are  19-7  persons  per  acre  in  the  Borough. 


BIRTHS. 


Number  of  births  registered  in  1909  ...  ...  1,281 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  33^4 

Number  of  births  in  Stoke  Union  whose 

mothers  are  Longton  Residents  ...  ...  to 

Corrected  number  of  births...  ...  ...  1,291 

Number  of  illegitimate  births  ...  ...  73 

Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  ...  56'6 

Birth  Rate  for  76  large  towns  ...  ...  25.7 

,,  ,,  143  smaller  towns  ...  ...  24-8 

„  ,,  England  and  Wales  less  the  219  towns  23-6 

“  “  Whole  of  England  and  Wales  ...  25-6 


652  of  the  births  were  males  and  639  females. 

The  highest  birth  rate  was  recorded  in  M  irch  40-9  and  the 
lowest  in  September  26'g. 
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BIRTH  RATE  FOR  PAST  TEN  YEARS. 


1900 

38-8 

r9°5 

35-6 

1901 

36-4 

1906 

36-4 

1902 

37-8 

1907 

34-6 

1903 

35’2 

to 

0 

00 

35' 

1904 

373 

1909 

337 

DEATHS. 


Number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  in  1909...  654 


Death  rate  per 

1,000  living 

17 

Number  of  deaths  in  institutions  beyond  the  District 

100 

Corrected  death  rate 

19-6 

Corrected  num 

ber  of  deaths  ... 

754 

Death  rate  for 

76  largest  towns 

147 

11 

143  smaller  towns 

13-9 

1 1  11 

whole  of  England  and  Wales 

r4'5 

11  11 

England  and  Wales  less  219  towns  ... 

H'5 

11  11 

Uncertified  deaths 

9 

Of  the  754  deaths,  404  were  males  and  350  females. 


The  respective  ages  at  death  were  as  follows: 


202  under  one  year. 

137  between  one  and  five  years. 

28  ,,  five  anti  fifteen  years. 

30  ,,  fifteen  and  twenty-five  years. 

223  ,,  twenty-five  and  sixty-five  years. 

134  over  sixty-five  years. 


The  average  age  at  death  for  the  year  was  28f  years,  but 
if  we  exclude  infants  under  five  years  of  age,  we  have  an 
average  duration  of  life  of  51^.  The  average  age  of  children 
under  5  years  of  age  is  ii  months  and  3  weeks. 


Average!  Age. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Number  of  deaths  under  i  year  ...  202 

Rate  per  1,000  births  ...  ...  156 

Rate  for  76  largest  towns  ...  ...  118 

,,  143  smaller  towns...  ...  1 1 1 

,,  England  and  Wales  ...  109 

,,  England  and  Wales  less  the 

219  towns  ...  ...  98 


Comparative  table  for  the  last  Ten  years. 


In  1900  the  death 

n  J  9° ^  1 1 

,,  1902 

,,  I9°3 
„  1904 

„  1905 

,,  1906 

..  I9°7 
1908 

i9°9 


rate  of  Infants  net 

')  H 

If  1) 

f  f  11 

11  If 

>5  1  1 

1 •  11 

11  11 

I  1  If 

II  11 


1,000  births  wac  255-7 

II  >)  225-I 

„  ,,  1957 

,•  „  2I5-I 

>,  it  i94’5 

,,  „  i967 

»  -  234'5 

11  >1  *  /O 

„  ,1  183 

n 


ILLEGITIMACY. 


Illegitimate  births 

73 

Rate  per  1,000  births 

56-6 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants 

40 

Rate  per  100  deaths 

19-8 

Of  the  202  infant  deaths  46  occurred  during  the  first 
month  of  life.  On  referring  to  the  Table  relating  to  li  fant 
Mortality  it  is  evident  that  the  majority  of  these  deaths  are 
due  to  prenatal  causes. 


Ward  List  of  Total  Deaths 
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v  Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1909. 

DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  IN  WEEKS  AND  MONTHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


16 


17 


VO 

CM 

co 

CM 

1—  ro  *— 1 

CM 

►— < 

VD 

CO 

ro 

O'* 

202 

rO 

- 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CO 

- 

CM 

CM 

CM 

- 

00 

CM 

CO 

- 

01 

CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

hH 

CM 

CM 

- 

- 

LO 

U") 

CM 

CO 

CM 

j  16 

- 

- 

CM 

CO 

1  19 

HH 

- 

CO 

- 

- 

00 

HH 

- 

CO 

CO 

CM 

CM 

bO 

- 

- 

- 

VO 

Tt- 

- 

CM 

CO 

- 

- 

- 

CM 

- 

- 

- 

CM 

CO 

CM 

t /)  .  C/2 


District  (or  sub-division)  of  Longton.  Population  estimated  to  middle  ot  igog,  38, 2^,  . 

Births  in  the  year:  Legitimate  1,218,  Illegitimate  73.  Deaths  in  the  year:  Legitimate  162,  Illegitimate  40. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  754. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  537  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases 
during  the  year  : — 


Diphtheria  and  membranous  croup 

54 

Scarlet  fever 

404 

Enteric  or  typhoid  fever 

l5 

Erysipelas 

1  y 

Puerperal  fever... 

2 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  (pauper) 

3  9 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

4 

537 


WARD  LIST  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  FOR  1909. 


Ward. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria  & 
Mem.  Croup. 

Enteric. 

Puerperal 
Fever,  E 

rj-’p 

Pulmonary  Ophthalmia 
Is.  Tuber.  Neonatorum 

St.  James’s... 

8 

3 

I 

1 

I 

5 

0 

St.  John’s  ... 

38 

4 

3 

0 

2 

3 

0 

St.  Paul’s  ... 

56 

3 

4 

1 

4 

4 

0 

Sutherland  ... 

36 

3 

0 

0 

1 

7 

1 

Market 

29 

5 

2 

0 

O 

1 1 

2 

Sandford  Hill  83 

10 

1 

0 

5 

4 

0 

Dresden 

43 

6 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Normacot  ... 

33 

5 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Meir 

13 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Florence 

65 

1 1 

1 

0 

5 

2 

1 

Total 

4°4 

54 

15 

2 

19 

39 

4 

Quarter  end- 
ing  Mai'di  J 

105 

IU 

6 

0 

0 

15 

0 

Quarter  end-  ^ 
ing  June  / 

107 

I  2 

4 

0 

6 

9 

0 

Quarter  end-  1 
ing  Sept  | 

95 

9 

4 

1 

4 

5 

0 

Quarter  end-  1 
ing  Dee.  J 

97 

23 

1 

1 

9 

10 

4 

1 9 


The  cost  of  notifications  was  : — 


£ 

s.  d. 

First  quarter 

h 

19  6 

Second  ,, 

15 

6  0 

Third  ,, 

13 

4  6 

Fourth  „ 

15 

1  g  6 

£59 

9  6 

Cases  removed  to  Bucknall. 

Scarlet  fever 

... 

273 

Diphtheria  ... 

... 

27 

Enteric  fever 

7 

307 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Number  of  cases 

404 

,,  ,,  sent  to  Bucknall 

273 

,,  deaths  at  Bucknall 

1 2 

,,  ,,  nursed  at  home 

2 

Total  number  of  deaths 

14 

Case  rate 

3'4 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Number  of  cases 

... 

54 

.,  ,,  sent  to  Bucknall 

27 

,,  deaths  at  Bucknall 

3 

,,  „  nursed  at  home 

2 

Total  number  of  deaths 

. . . 

5 

Case  rate 

... 

9'2 

£ 

s.  d. 

The  cost  of  antitoxin  was 

9 

3  0 

,,  injections  ,, 

3 

1 1  0 

£12 

14  0 

20 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 


Number  of  crises  ...  ...  15 

,,  ,,  sent  to  Bucknall  ...  7 

.,  deaths  at  Bucknall  ...  3 

,,  ,,  nursed  at  home  ...  4 

Total  number  of  deaths  ...  ...  7 

Case  rate  ...  ...  ...  46-6 


The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  on  the 


co 


diticn  of  the 


houses  from  which  Enteric  was  notified  is  here  appended. 


ENTERIC  FEVER,  1909. 


No. 

Isolation. 

Number  of 

Venti- 

Drainage. 

Outside 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Ashpits. 

Occupants 

Rooms 

lation. 

Sink 
cut  off. 

Vent. 

Not 

Vent. 

w.c. 

1  land 
flushed 

Slop 

W.C. 

Privy 

Open 

Cov’d 

Bins 

None. 

1 

Bedroom 

8 

4 

thro’ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

>  > 

8 

4 

i  f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

>  > 

5 

4 

1  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

6 

infoi 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

,, 

Second 

case 

m’tion 

as 

No.  2 

6 

5 

f> 

)  5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Livg  room 

4 

3 

none 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Second 

case 

in  for 

m’tion 

as 

No.  7 

9 

Sitngroom 

8 

4 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

Livg  room 

8 

4 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Bedroom 

7 

5 

1  » 

de  the 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

This  case 

occurred 

outsi 

boron 

gh  tli 

ough 

the 

[iatieii 

t  was 

a  re 

side 

nt  in 

the 

Boro’ 

13 

Sitng  room 

(1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14 

Bedroom 

3 

4 

none 

1 

1 

1 

15 

1  » 

6 

4 

>  » 

1 

1 

1 

I 

Bedroom 

14  9 

cases  Sitngroom 
in  13  2 

houses  Livg  room 

1  3 

15 

thro’ 

houses 

Cutofi 

10‘ 

None 

0 

Vent 

none 

I2t 

not 

veil  t 

1 

6 

0 

3 

1 

7 

3 

1 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Two  cases  were  notified  but  did  not  prove  fatal. 


ERYSIPELAS. 

Number  of  cases  ...  ...  19 

,,  deaths  ...  ...  1 


DIARRHCEA. 


Diarrhoea  in  all  its  forms,  including  infantile  enteritis, 
gastritis,  etc. 


Number  of  deaths 

67 

Under  1  year 

53 

Between  1  and  5  years 

13 

Over  5  years 

1 

DEATHS  FROM  THE  SEVEN  PRINCIPAL 
ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  142 

Zymotic  death  rate  ...  ...  ...  3*7 

,,  .,  for  76  large  towns  ...  1-42 

.,  ,,  ,,  143  smaller  towns  ...  1  08 

,,  ,,  ,,  whole  of  England  &  Wales  ri2 

7  7  7  7  7  7  7  7  7  • 

minus  219  towns  ...  0’8o 

Table  showing  deaths  from  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  for  1909  and  previous  years. 


Table  showing  deaths  from  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  for  1909  and  previous  years. 


1 902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1 90S 

1909 

Measles 

0 

19 

3 

1.3 

6 

26 

11 

35 

Seal  let  Fever 

5 

3 

l 

0 

4 

2 

3 

14 

Whooping  Cough 

.  11 

10 

16 

19 

13 

26 

5 

14 

Diphtheria  ... 

.  22 

17 

11 

8 

2 

4 

3 

5 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

8 

5 

4 

5 

4 

4 

7 

Diarrliteal  Diseases  .. 

31 

44 

70 

63 

144 

49 

74 

67 

Smallpox 

II 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

.  75 

91 

106 

107 

174 

110 

100 

142 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES. 


Number  of  cases 

229 

Rate  per  1,000  ot  the  population 

6 

Number  of  cases  of  phthisis  ... 

52 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 

I-3 

22 


Deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases  for  1909  and  previous 


year. 


Bronchitis 
Phthisis 
Pneumonia 
Bronchopneumonia 
Asthma  ... 
Pleurisy... 
Laryngitis 
Croup  ... 


1908 

124 

54 

23 

28 

3 

1 

2 

0 


1909 

105 

52 

31 

34 

4 

2 

0 

1 


235  229 


INQUESTS. 


There  were  27  inquests,  the  verdicts  of  which  were  : — 


Natural  Causes 

14 


Accidents 

10 


Suicide 

3 


[ 

1 

f 

l 


Heart  Failure... 

Bronchitis 

Apoplexy 

Cancer  of  Stomach 
Peritonitis  from  Ulcer  burst 

Overlying 

Fall  of  roof  in  mine  ... 

Accidental  fall 

Septic  poisoning  from  blow 

Gas  poisoning 

Drowning 

Hanging 


5 

3 

4 
1 

1 

6 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 


Lady  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 


TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFT  ICED  OF  HEALTH , 

J.  W.  DAWES,  M.B.,  C.M . 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  a  Report  of  my  work  for  the  year  ending 
January  ist,  1910. 

During  the  year  I  visited  1,174  infants  in  their  homes 
soon  after  birth.  I  found  that  967  of  these  were  breast  fed, 
or  about  82  per  cent,  66  were  breast  and  hand  fed,  100  solelv 
hand,  and  11  died  without  taking  food.  On  making  second¬ 
ary  visits  I  found  the  proportion  of  breast  fed  infants  was 
reduced  to  about  40  per  cent  after  the  first  month,  30  per  cent 
being  part  breast  and  part  hand  fed,  and  30  per  cent  entirelv 
hand.  Where  bottles  are  used  1  find  the  hygienic  bottles  are 
used  in  about  half  the  cases,  rather  less  than  half  using  the 
tube  bottles.  In  the  breast  and  hand  fed  cases,  the  babies  are 
most  frequently  fed  from  a  spoon. 

I  paid  1,208  re-visits  to  infants,  selecting  those  who  were 
nursed  out,  or  hand  fed,  or  in  poor  condition  or  where  the 
babies  were  likely  to  be  neglected.  In  many  cases  I  succeeded 
in  getting  bad  methods  of  feeding  changed  to  better. 

There  were  five  twin  births.  Of  these  there  were  five 
deaths.  One  pair  only  survived. 

I  found  that  311  of  the  mothers  went  out  to  work  during 
the  day,  mostly  in  factories.  The  following  is  a  list  of  their 


occupations. 

Aerographer 

2 

Handler 

3° 

Sponger  ... 

90 

Biscuit  liner 

I 

Jollier 

0 

3 

Stilt  maker 

I 

Burnisher 

) 

Lathe  tread( 

r  20 

Taker  off  . . . 

6 

1 

Cup  maker 

2 

Lithographe 

r  1 

Thimble  maker  ... 

Caster 

2 

Packer 

1 

Throwers  assistant 

5 

Emptier 

2 

Pain  tress  .. 

6 

Transferrer 

64 

1 

Enameller ... 

I  I 

Scalloper  .. 

1 2 

Turner’s  assistant 

Eettler 

I 

Scourer 

29 

[ 

Warehouse  woman 

27 

Gilder 

^4 

Sorter 

Wheel  turner 

5 

Total  in  pottery  trade  286. 


Charwoman  ...  6 

Domestic  servant  5 


2  4 


Dressmaker 

Laundress... 

.Total  15. 


2 

1 


Shop  keeper 


According  to  the  Registrar's  weekly  returns  there  were 
1,281  births,  and  196  deaths  ot  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

WARD  LIST  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 


Rate  per 

B’ths  D’tlis  1,000 
births 


Rate  per 

B’tlis  D’tlis  1,000 
births 


Infant  Deaths. 


D resden 

Florence 

Meir... 

Market 

Normacot 


during  the  year,  under  one  year  of  age.  I  found  that  72  were 
breast  ted,  35  breast  and  hand,  66  solely  hand  fed,  and  11 
died  without  having  taken  food.  Of  those  classified  as  breast 
fed,  13  died  under  7  days  old  and  twenty  between  the  ages  of 
1  and  4  weeks. 


.  108 

15 

.38-8 

Sandford  Hill 

173 

25 

r44’5 

•  135 

19 

1407 

St.  James'  ... 

132 

21 

l59 

82 

4 

487 

St.  John’s  ... 

124 

31 

250 

•  87 

19 

21843 

St.  Paul's  ... 

Hi 

23 

163-1 

■  >35 

12 

88-8 

Sutherland  ... 

L54 

27 

r75‘3 

inquiries  in 

to  the  deaths  of  184  i 

nfants 

who  died 

22  were  1 


legitimate  and  95  were  insured. 


There  were  a  large  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  system,  and  no  less  than  six  deaths  from 
overlying.  Amongst  the  many  reforms  in  regard  to  infant 
management  which  1  urge  upon  mothers,  and  the  one,  I  think, 
1  find  the  most  difficult  to  persuade  them  to  adopt  is  the 
simple  plan  of  allowing  the  baby  to  sleep  in  a  separate  bed. 
It  is  not  on  the  ground  of  expense  that  objection  is  taken  to 
it,  as  a  makeshift  cot  can  be  made  at  a  trifling  cost,  but  is 
just  another  example  of  old  fashioned  prejudice.  Many 
mothers  believe  that  the  baby  needs  the  heat  of  her  body  and 
that  they  would  be  shirking  one  of  the  duties  of  motherhood 
il  the  baby  was  put  any  where  else  but  by  her  side. 


There  were  67  of  the  mothers  in  the  habit  of  going  out 
to  work  during  the  day,  their  occupations  being  as  follows 


Aerographer  1 
Caster  ...  2 
Emptier  ...  1 
Enamel  ler...  1 
Gilder  ...  5 
Handler  ...  3 


Jollier  ...  1 

Lathe  treader  8 
Scourer  ...  10 
Scalloper  ...  2 

Sorter  ...  1 

Sponger  ...  4 


Taker  off  ...  ...  1 

Transferrer  ...  16 

Warehouse  woman  5 

Charwoman  ...  3 

Laundress...  ...  1 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  Summer  diarrhoea  during 
the  months  of  July,  August,  September,  and  October  was 
as  compared  with  44  lor  the  same  period  last  year. 

The  method  of  feeding  was  9  breast,  6  breast  and  hand, 
and  6  solely  hand. 

In  onlv  one  instance  could  tin*  sanitary  surroundings  be 
called  good,  there  being  14  hand  flushed  pans,  6  privy  cess¬ 
pools  and  one  water  closet  with  flushing  cistern.  I  made  a 
complete  inspection  of  all  the  houses  and  surroundings,  and 
took  particulars  of  the  method  of  feeding  and  treatment  of 
milk  which  I  have  set  out  on  the  appended  table. 

The  Notification  of  Birth  Act  has  now  been  in  operation 
in  the  Borough  since  Jan.,  1908.  There  have  only  been  six 
cases  this  year  which  had  not  been  notified  in  accordance 
with  the  Act  compared  with  19  last  year. 

Being  enabled  to  visit  infants  now  as  soon  as  the  doctor 
or  midw  ife  has  ceased  attending,  1  can  visit  babies  w  hich 
otherwise  would  not  be  heard  of  lor  another  month  and 
personal  influence  with  the  mother  is  thus  possible  at  an 
early  date.  Where  the  mother  goes  out  to  work  it  used  to 
be  practically  impossible  to  see  her,  as  the  baby  would  not 
be  registered  until  it  was  six  weeks  old  and  the  mother  starts 
work  as  a  rule  in  a  month. 

Defective  hygienic  surroundings  and  an  atmosphere  of 
smoke  are  conditions  which  have  to  be  put  up  with  to  a  certain 
extent  amongst  the  poorer  classes  in  an  industrial  town  like 
ours,  and  the  nursing  out  of  babies  by  incompetent  women 
as  a  result  of  mothers  working  away  is  another  matter 
beyond  control,  but  uncleanliness  of  the  home  and  person, 
ignorance  of  the  requirements  of  infant  life,  bad  methods  of 
feeding  and  clothing  and  wholesale  quackery  are  factors  in  the 
cause  of  infant  mortality  which  I  hope  to  influence  somewhat. 
Of  the  latter  evil,  it  is  astonishing  to  find  to  what  an  extent 
it  is  practised.  Babies  are  dosed  from  birth  w  ith  all  sorts  of 
nostrums,  and  the  harmful  effects  which  follow  from  ignor¬ 
antly  administered  drugs  cannot  be  estimated. 

Constant  re-visiting  is  necessary,  and  as  far  as  possible 
was  carried  out  during  the  year,  though  the  unfortunate  fact 
of  my  being  away  ten  weeks  disorganised  my  w  ork  and  made 
it  impossible  lor  me  to  re-visit  as  much  as  I  should  have 
liked,  just  at  the  time  that  I  could  have  done  so  with  advantage. 


Still  llirths. 


Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 


Puerperal  Fever 


Phthisis. 


Recently  I  have  commenced  to  give  homely  talks  to 
meetings  of  mothers  and  young  women  on  suitable  topics, 
and  I  hope  by  these  means  to  reach  and  influence  many  that 
1  should  otherwise  be  unable  to  come  in  contact  with. 

I  here  were  67  still  births  notified  during  the  year.  32 
were  attended  by  a  doctor,  30  by  certified  midwives,  and  5 
by  uncertified.  Nine  were  said  to  be  premature,  two  were 
twins.  Seventeen  of  the  mothers  went  out  to  work,  their 
trades  being  enumerated  below. 

Emptier  ...  1  Scourer  ...  1  Warehouse  woman  2 

Handler  ...  2  Sponger  ...  3  Wheel  turner  ...  1 

Lathe  treader  2  Transferrer  3  Domestic  servant  2 

Since  November  1st  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  has  been  a 
notifiable  disease.  Three  cases  were  notified  in  November 
and  one  in  December.  A  doctor  was  present  at  birth  in  one 
case,  the  others  were  attended  by  certified  midwives.  As  a 
result  of  the  notification  all  were  subsequently  attended  by  a 
doctor  that  had  not  previously  been  under  medical  treatment. 
Except  one  case,  which  is  still  under  treatment,  all  have  re¬ 
covered  and  escaped  permanent  blindness.  Previous  to 
November  1st  I  came  across  nine  cases,  in  three  of  these 
cases  which  I  did  not  discover  till  4,  5  and  8  weeks  old 
respectively,  owing  to  my  being  away,  the  disease  had  been 
allowed  to  go  too  long  without  proper  treatment,  and  con¬ 
sequently  the  eyesight  became  impaired,  two  having  com¬ 
pletely  lost  their  sight. 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  fever  occurred.  These  houses 
were  visited  and  particulars  recorded  of  the  cases. 

Phthsis  became  a  notifiable  disease  in  poor  law  relief 
cases  in  January.  36  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  19 
of  these  were  in  the  Union  Hospital,  and  q  of  the  addresses 
given  were  found  to  be  incorrect,  62  re-visits  were  made  to 
home  cases  and  instructions  by  leaflets  and  personal  advice 
given  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  ot  the  disease.  Pocket 
flasks  have  been  provided  for  those  patients  who  are  able  to 
get  about  and  mix  amongst  others,  disinfection  of  rooms  and 
clothing  being  carried  out  in  20  cases.  There  were  12  deaths 
at  home,  disinfection  being  refused  in  four  cases,  the  rooms 
ol  the  patients  being  afterwards  cleansed  and  re-papered. 

I  visited  121  workrooms  and  found  ri  defects,  which 
included 


Want  of  cleanliness,  dirty  walls,  etc. 
Defective  sanitary  arrangements 


Workroom. 


Schools. 


Houses- 
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Three  names  have  been  added  to  the  register. 

I  have  visited  all  the  elementary  schools  and  as  a  con¬ 
sequence  the  mothers  of  children  who  are  dirty,  verminous 
or  generally  neglected  have  been  visited  in  their  homes  and 
given  advice  for  the  necessary  cleansing,  disinfectants  being 
supplied  free  for  that  purpose.  Any  cases  of  cruelty  or  gross 
neglect  1  have  reported  to  the  N.S.P.C.C. 

I  have  visited  and  inspected  1,371  houses  and  given  1  13 
informal  notices  for  insanitary  conditions,  such  as  dirty  con¬ 
dition  of  houses,  structural  defects,  stopped  drains,  and  have 
reported  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  any  matter  that  I  came 
across  requiring  his  attention 


1  am,  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  HULSE. 


Infantile  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  July,  August,  September,  and  October,  1909. 
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Report  of 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
SAN  IT  A  RY  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  work 
of  my  department  for  the  year  1909,  the  sixth  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  bringing  to  your  notice. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  which  follow  that  your 
action,  in  appointing  an  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  was  fully 
justified,  and  you  will  join  me  in  the  regret  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  was  not  made  when  the  matter  was  first  brought  forward, 
and  I  hope  also  in  the  fact  that  the  appointment  was  only  of  a 
temporary  nature. 

On  January  13th,  1909,  you  selected  Mr.  Joseph  Roberts 
for  the  post  of  temporary  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  he 
took  up  his  duties  on  January  18th  I  quickly  found  that  your 
choice  had  been  a  happy  one,  as,  immediately  on  coming  into  the 
Borough,  Mr.  Roberts  threw  himself  into  the  work  with  a  whole¬ 
hearted  enthusiasm  which  has  never  flagged,  and  your 
satisfaction  was  manifest  by  your  extending  his  term  of  office 
until  March  31st,  1910. 

In  order  to  avoid  overlapping  I  divided  the  Borough  into 
two  districts,  Mr.  Roberts  taking  charge  of  Meir,  St.  John’s, 
Sandford  Hill,  Market,  and  part  of  Nonnacot  and  Sutherlan  1 
wards,  and  I  retained  the  remaining  portion  of  Normacot  and 


3° 


Sutherland  wards  with  Florence,  Dresden,  St.  James’,  and  St. 
Paul’s  wards  ;  Mr.  Roberts  also  giving  a  good  deal  of  assist¬ 
ance  in  visiting  slaughter-houses,  cowsheds,  dairies,  workshops, 
bakehouses,  etc.,  etc. 


The  summary  of  sanitary  operations  during  the  year  is 
shewn  in  Table  VI.  which,  as  previously  pointed  out,  is  in 
the  form  required  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  8,965  inspections  and  observations  made  led  to  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  3,448  sanitary  defects,  though  the  former  total 
includes  3.927  re-visits  to  premises  on  which  nuisances  had 
already  been  discovered,  and  thus  of  the  4,743  inspections 
recorded  under  the  head  of  “other  nuisances,”  the  remaining 
716  visits  relate  to  nuisances  from  defective  eaves  spouting  and 
fall  pipes,  stopped  surface  drains  in  streets,  defects  in  water- 
fittings,  etc  ;  some  of  the  two  former  being  reported  to  the 
Borough  Surveyor,  and  the  latter  to  the  Water  Company  for 
further  attention.  Defects  in  paving  of  backyards,  passages, 
etc.,  are  not  shewn  separately  in  this  table  but  are  also  included 
under  “  other  nuisances.” 


As  pointed  out  in  my  report  for  the  year  1908,  the  number 
of  formal  notices  served  in  respect  of  ashpits  and  privies  and 
in  the  line  relating  to  “  other  faults  ”  in  connections  with  house 
drainage,  include  a  number  of  duplicate  notices  served  under  the 
Longton  Improvement  Act,  1883,  on  the  tenants  of  property 
where  sanitary  defects  remediable  under  that  Act  had  occurred 
as  well  as  on  the  owner. 


The  number  of  duplicate  notices  thus  served  was  130 
respecting  privies,  and  174  for  “other  drainage  faults.”  When 
the  former  number  is  deducted  from  the  1,069,  ^ie  number  of 
defects  discovered  is  apparently  considerably  less  than  the 
number  of  notices  served  ;  but  it  should  be  pointed  out  that 
where  an  open  ashpit  serving  a  number  of  houses  is  counted  as 
one  defect,  a  separate  notice  is  issued  requiring  a  separate  ash¬ 
pit  for  each  house. 


The  figures  in  Table  VI.  are  analysed  further  in  the 
f  Towing  table  with  which  I  have  also  included  those  previously 
presented  to  you  for  the  five  complete  years  it  has  been  my 
pleasure  to  work  with  you,  so  that  they  may  be  readily 
compared. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  OPERATIONS. 


Damp  or  dilapidated  conditions 
in  houses 

Houses  diity  or  overcrowded 
Drains  defective  ... 

,,  stopped  . 

,,  not  disconnected... 

,,  no  drainage 

,,  other  faults  (want  of 
sinks,  waste  pipes,  etc) 

Ashpits  defective . 

Privy  Cesspools  defective 
Water-closets  required  . 

Defects  in  existing  closets  (water- 
closets  and  slop  water-closets) 

Accumulations  .  . 

Keeping  of  Animals  . 

Want  of  water  supply 

Water  Samples  submitted  for 
analysis 

Water  Samples  condemned 

Defective  paving  of  back 
passages,  yards,  etc. 

Inspections:  Factoiies,  workshops 
and  bakehouses 

,,  slaughter-houses  ... 

,,  cowsheds,  dairies, 

and  milk  shops 

,,  common  lodging 

houses  . 

,,  of  houses  for  in¬ 

fectious  disease 

Re-inspections  of  houses  for  in¬ 
fectious  disease 

Re-visits  for  nuisances  previously 
found... 

Seizures  of  unsound  food 
Prosecutions  ,, 

Convictions  ,, 

Inspections  for  other  nuisances 
not  classified  above 


1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

128 

64 

88 

53 

320 

309 

25 

23 

12 

195 

87 

31 

35 

58 

54 

157 

133 

167 

142 

289 

23 

15 

19 

11 

21 

5 

24 

1 

7 

33 

47 

44 

219 

129 

624 

92 

75 

308 

415 

731 

85 

79 

100 

116 

157 

85 

79 

111 

126 

126 

203 

117 

128 

127 

491 

8 

17 

17 

17 

31 

0 

4 

9 

17 

37 

4 

o 

3 

10 

21 

6 

6 

2 

1 

_ 

4 

3 

2 

— 

— 

63 

165 

182 

160 

524 

197 

104 

74 

90 

448 

176 

61 

81 

96 

684 

242 

56 

174 

100 

213 

38 

37 

31 

56 

38 

122 

218 

130 

143 

388 

113 

135 

186 

44 

472 

305 

363 

981 

514 

3,927 

— 

4 

4 

1 

4 

10 

21 

4 

197 

388 

281 

749 
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Complaints. 


Drainage  Work. 


Provision  of 
Water  Closet 


Houses  disinfected 

156 

309 

227 

199 

507 

Articles  ,, 

3,177 

6,427 

4,310 

3,850 

9,299 

Drains  tested 

285 

157 

324 

325 

328 

,,  inspected  .. 

169 

107 

254 

289 

292 

Ashes  collected  and  disposed  of 
(tons)  ... 

9,6-21 

9  476 

9,621 

9,674 

8,925 

Niglitsoil  collected  and  disposed  of 
(tubs) . 

5,436 

3,568 

3,368 

3,098 

2,472 

It  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  possible  to  show  even  better 
results  had  not  so  much  time  been  taken  up  with  the  unusually 
persistent  outbreak  of  infectious  disease.  On  this  account 
alone  388  houses  were  completely  examined  with  472  re-visits  ; 
472  visits  were  recorded  as  general  district  inspection,  and  1,979 
for  other  causes  which  cannot  be  classified  under  any  of  the 
headings  given. 

The  number  of  houses  in  which  nuisances  were  found 
was  2,501. 

Complaints  as  to  nuisances  only  numbered  280;  21  of 
these  were  verbal,  and  of  the  remaining  259,  which  were 
written,  18  were  anonymous  ;  21  were  from  ratepayers,  14  from 
the  Home  Office  Factory  Inspectors,  66  from  the  Foreman 
of  the  Refuse  Removal  Department,  and  140  from  the  Lady 
Inspector. 

The  number  of  drain  tests  recorded  during  the  year  was 
328  ;  25  being  applied  to  existing  drains  leading  to  the  discovery 
of  27  defects;  276  during  the  progress  of  new  drainage  work 
with  107  defects,  and  27  to  existing  drains  undergoing  repair 
with  25  defects  ;  257  new  drains  were  inspected  and  35  while 
under  repair,  279  re-visits  being  paid  while  the  work  was  in 
progress. 

The  substitution  of  the  water  carriage  system  in  place  of 
the  privy  cesspool  has  made  steady  progress  during  the  year, 
though  the  number  abolished,  285,  is  slightly  lower  than 
in  1908. 

63  Water-closets  and  I  in  place  of  285  privy 

221  Hand-ilushed  Closets  were  installed  )  cesspools. 

6  New  (fresh  water)  automatic  closets. 

40  New  Water-closets. 

53  Hand-flushed  closets  were  supplied  with  flushing  apparatus. 
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The  census  of  closet  accommodation  obtained  in  1904.  and 
corrected  to  the  end  of  the  present  year,  is  as  follows  :  — 


Privy 

Slop-water 

Fresh-water 

Cistern-flushed 

Hand-flushed 

Cesspools 

Closets 

Automatic  Closets 

Water  Closets 

Pans 

2,867 

930 

3 1 9 

1.369 

2.508 

T  ,809 

927 

35° 

2,02 1 

3,088 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  the  number  of  privy 
cesspools  in  the  Borough  are  1,058  less  than  existed  five  years 
ago,  and  many  of  these  have  been  altered  by  owners  without  a 
sanitary  notice,  though  it  is  only  occasional  instances  that  a 
cistern-flushed  closet  has  been  provided  when  this  has  been 
the  case. 


Meat  and 
Slaughter-house 
Inspection. 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  to  slaughter-houses 
was  only  what  was  to  be  expected  with  the  additional  assistance 
I  ha  1  during  the  year,  and  the  30  defects  reported  were  all  the 
result  of  neglect  with  regard  to  cleanliness,  removal  of 
offal,  etc. 


Proceedings  were  taken,  in  May,  against  a  butcher  for 
slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises,  and  a  fine  of  £\  and 
costs  was  imposed. 


Six  official  seizures  of  unsound  meat  were  made  during 
the  year,  and  five  parcels  of  unsound  meat  were  destroyed 
at  the  request  of  the  owners.  The  total  weight  of  the  meat 
destroyed  was  4,059  lbs  ,  2,966  lbs.  were  from  carcases  with 
tubercular  mischief  ;  420  lbs.  of  a  carcase  which  showed  signs 
of  inflammatory  trouble  ;  644  lbs.  gangrenous,  and  29  lbs.  of 
cirrhotic  liver.  Three  hampers  of  unsound  pears  weie 
destroyed,  at  our  request,  by  the  owner. 


One  summons  was  issued  against  the  owner  of  the  420  lbs 
of  beef  referred  to  above  as  showing  signs  of  inflammatory 
trouble,  but  he  absconded  and  has  not  yet  been  apprehended. 
The  seizure  of  this  meat  was  effected  in  the  early  morning  in  a 
small  dwelling  house  which  I  had  had  under  observation  for 
some  time,  the  animal  having  been  killed  during  the  night  in 
the  country,  and  the  carcase  cut  up  immediately  afterwards 
and  brought  here. 
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Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops. 


Common 

Lodging-houses. 


Factories, 
Workshop-,  and 
Bakehouses. 


Refuse  Removal 
Au'ies. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  we  have  on  the  register  68  dairies, 
milkhouses  and  milkshops,  18  cowkeepers  with  30  sheds 
producing  milk  within  the  Borough,  and  64  milk  purveyors 
who  reside  outside.  All  the  premises  within  the  Borough  have 
been  inspected  as  often  as  possible. 

We  have  five  common  lodging-houses  on  our  register,  and 
these  have  been  inspected  from  time  to  time.  The  21  defects 
referred  to  in  Table  VI.  are  all  minor  faults  caused  by 
negligence. 

Fourteen  complaints  have  been  received  from  H.M. 
Inspectors  of  Factories  respecting  sanitary  nuisances,  and 
have,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  been  dealt  with. 

There  were  157  workshops  and  47  bakehouses  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  All  these  premises  have  been 
visited  as  often  as  time  would  permit. 

Frequent  changes  in  the  tenancy  of  workshops  and  bake¬ 
houses  have,  in  the  past,  caused  considerable  trouble  in  the 
re-measurement  of  these  premises,  and  I  have,  during  the  past 
two  years,  adapted  the  card  system  for  this  work.  As  all 
measurements  and  calculations  are  entered  on  these  cards  on 
the  spot,  these  cards  remain  on  the  office  files  for  reference  at 
any  time,  and  unless  structural  alterations  have  been  carried 
out  re-measurements  are  thus  rendered  unnecessary. 

The  quantity  of  ashes  and  house  refuse  collected  during 
the  year  shows  a  considerable  decrease  on  the  amount  dealt 
with  during  the  previous  year.  The  weights  were  as 
follows  : — 


Longton — 5,225  tons,  18  cwt.,  being  a  decrease  of 
419  tons,  3  cwt.  on  1908. 

Florence — 2,907  tons,  3  cwt.,  being  a  decrease  of 
296  tons,  3  cwt.  on  1908. 

Dresden — 792  tons,  8  cwt.,  being  a  decrease  of 
34  tons,  3  cwt.  on  1908. 


The  whole  of  the  refuse  collected,  8,925  tons  9  cwt.,  was 
disposed  of  at  the  destructor. 
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N  ightsoil. 


The  weight  of  mortar  sold  was  508  tons  15  cwt ,  being  a 
decrease  of  104  tons  11  cwt.  on  the  amount  disposed  of 
last  year. 

l  he  quantity  of  nightsoil  collected  also  shows  a  decrease 
on  the  \  ear  1 908  :  — 


Longton — 1,696  tubs,  a  decrease  of  487  tubs  on  1908 

Florence — 542  ,  ,,  70  ,, 

Dresden  —  234  ,,  69  ,, 

The  2,472  tubs  of  nightsoil  collected  have  been  disposed  of 
as  follows  :  1,729  tipped  into  the  sewers,  and  743  to  farmers. 

Since  you  placed  the  removal  of  ashes  and  house  refuse 
under  my  control  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  some  re¬ 
adjustments  in  the  method  of  working  have  been  made, 
principally,  owing  to  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  ash- 
bins  put  down  in  various  parts  of  the  town. 

In  1908,  in  the  Longton  district,  two  men  and  one  cart 
were  engaged  for  about  three  and  a  half  days  per  week  in  the 
emptying  of  ashbins,  and  in  Florence  and  Dresden  the  work 
was  done  by  the  ordinary  ashmen.  When  not  emptying  bins 
the  two  Longton  men  were  either  removed  to  work  on  the 
roads  or  assisted  in  the  removal  of  ashes  from  Florence 
and  Dresden. 


During  the  winter  months,  one  and  sometimes  two, 
additional  carts  were  required  to  assist  in  keeping  the  ashpit1-, 
in  the  Longton  district,  clean. 

We  have  now  sufficient  ashbins  in  the  Longton  district  to 
keep  the  two  men  working  full  time,  and  those  in  Dresden  and 
Florence  are  dealt  with  by  two  men  with  one  cart  on  three 
days  in  each  week,  the  other  three  days  being  filled  up  by  the 
removal  of  refuse  from  ordinary  ashpits. 

In  June,  1908,  we  had  just  over  600  ashbins  in  the 
Borough,  and  in  the  eighteen  months  ending  with  1909  this 
number  was  almost  double.  There  being  now  over  700  in 
Longton,  about  250  in  Florence,  and  148  in  Dresden. 
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A  large  number  of  open  ashpits  have  been  covered  in 
during  the  last  five  years,  and  as  the  refuse  from  bins  and  the 
covered  ashpits  is  kept  dry  it  is  much  lighter  in  weight,  thus,  I 
think,  accounting  somewhat  for  the  decrease  in  tonnage. 

Another  reason  for  this  decrease  is  that  the  men  have  been 
kept  steadily  at  work  throughout  the  year  instead  of  as 
formerly  working  only  part  time,  and  then  when  the  ashpits 
were  full  making  it  necessary  to  put  on  one  or  more  extra  carts 
for  short  periods  to  deal  with  them  as  already  stated. 

The  gradual  decrease  in  the  amount  of  the  nightsoil 
collected  is,  as  previously  pointed  out,  accounted  for  by  the 
yearly  decrease  in  the  number  of  privy  cesspools  throughout 
the  Borough. 

Lime  Brashes  There  was  a  steady  demand  for  lime  brushes  during  the 

year.  761  being  loaned  which  was  54  more  than  in  1908.  The 
forfeited  deposits,  when  brushes  were  unduly  detained,  amounted 
to  £ 1  5s-  8d.  Twelve  loads  of  lime  were  distributed  against 
14  in  1908. 

This  being  the  last  Annual  Report,  it  will  be  my  privilege 
to  lay  before  you  as  the  Sanitary  Committee  of  the  Borough 
of  Longton,  1  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  and  the 
Council  for  the  support  which  has  been  given  to  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  since  1  took  up  the  position,  as  your 
Sanitary  Inspector,  over  five  years  ago,  and  I  shall  always 
remember,  with  pleasure,  the  cordial  relations  which  have 
existed  between  your  Committee  and  myself. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 


E.  C A  UR ATT. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  WHOLE  DISTRICT  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 
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Phthisis  (pulmonary  tuberculosis) 
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Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces,  and  Homework . 

I.  — Inspection . 
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N.B.— This  table  includes  the  work  of  a  Lady  Sanitary  Inspecto 


Home  Work 


Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  |  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  •  Reports  (ot  action  taken)  sent  to 
not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (  H.M.  Inspector 
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Table  VI.— Borough  of  Longton. 

Sumniiiry  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s  Department 

during  the  year  1909, 


N  Jmb 

iT  Of 

Abatement  Notices 

Nuisances  abated 
after  Notice  by 

Inttpec-  i 
ions  ami 
Observa¬ 
tions 
made  1 

Defects 

found 

Informal 
l,y  | 

Inspector 

1 

Formal 

>>y 

Authority 

Inspect  or  ' 

Authority 

Dwelling- 

j  Foul  conditions... 

1 47 

160 

1 45 

r44 

houses 

and 

Structural  defects 

3 1 1 

320 

324 

42 

288 

24 

Schools 

)  Overcrowding  ... 

54 

45 

47 

47 

Lodging-houses 

38 

2 1 

21 

23 

Dairies  and  milkshops 

‘37 

5 

5 

5 

Cowsheds 

... 

76 

8 

8 

8 

Bakehouses,  Factories  1 
and  Workshops  | 

4  fs 

47 

42 

5 

41 

5 

Slaughter 

-houses... 

684 

3  1 

3° 

3  3 

Ashpits  and  Privies  ... 

41  1 

4  1 1 

58 

1  ohg 

5. 

735 

Deposits  of  Refuse  &  Manure 

34 

3 1 

8 1 

31 

Water  Closets  ... 

787 

539 

539 

39 

5 1 4 

3° 

Defective  Traps  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

House 

Drainage 

-No  Disconnection... 

18 

2 1 

2 1 

O 

Other  Faults 

1009 

999 

999 

128 

947 

91 

Water  Supply  ... 

21 

2 1 

20 

1 0 

Pigsties. . 

... 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Animals  improperly  kept 

41 

37 

37 

4 

36 

1 

Offensive 

Hades 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

• 

4743 

748 

748 

to 

1  ° 

660 

1 23 

Total  . 

8965 

3448 

3080 

1496 

2857 

1009 

-13 


TABLE  V!  (Continued ) 


Unwholesome 

food 


Number  of  seizures 
Condemned  bv  Magistrates 


io 

6 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Diseases. 


Lots  of  infected  bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  (Articles) 
Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

Schools  ,,  ,,  ,,  . 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  existence  of  infectious  diseases... 
Convictions  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  infected  persons  or  things... 
Convictions  ,,  ,,  ,, 


9299 

5°7 
1 6 
2 

2 

2 


n 


(Signed)  E.  CARR  ATT. 


February  9th,  1910. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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Isolation  Hospital  :  Hanley,  Longton,  Stoke  and  Fenton  Joint  Hospital  Board,  Bucknall. 

Total  available  beds  1 6 1 . 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated:  Scarlet  fever  ioi,  Diphtheria  36, 

Enteric  fever  24.  Total  161. 


